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LIFE Teen talk

Life after

Go to university
This decision is based on your resources, 
your marks and whether you have the desire 
to further your studies. University offers 
you the chance to get a theoretical and 
academic degree. ‘While societal and family 
expectations continue to pressurise matrics 
to get a university qualification,’ says Essa, 
‘going to a mainstream university is not 
for everybody.’ Applications for university 
are usually made in the middle or towards 
the end of grade 11, so make sure you are 
organised and your grade 11 marks are good  
if this is the route you want to take.

start workinG 
or start a 
business
Going straight into the work- 
force from matric could be 
the result of having limited 
funds or not qualifying to go to 
university or a college. Or you 
might have a passion to start 
your own business, in which 
case why wait? Whichever is 
the case, you should always 
keep an open mind to the 
possibility of one day getting 
further education. If you are 
business-minded but not ready 
to start out on your own, you 
can find businesses that help 
young people with basic skills 
and guidance, to ready you for 
the entrepreneurial world.

Going straight to work after 
failing matric is an option, 
although not ideal. Essa says 
matric is seen as a minimum 
requirement when going into 
the world, so you should still 
aim to finish your matric and 
continue to upskill yourself 
in whatever job or business 
you find yourself. Plan ahead 
and don’t miss any of the 
application deadlines.   

Do a briDGinG course 
A bridging course is exactly as the name 
suggests – it’s like a bridge that helps you get 
to where you’d like to be. It means you do an 
extra year in the course that you’ve chosen in 
university or college. This allows you to catch 
up and get to the level required to qualify in 
your specific field of study. 

Yay, I passed!

Go to colleGe or technikon
If you love to see work in practice and want to prepare 
for real-life working situations, you could consider 
going to a college or a university of technology to get a 
diploma. Essa suggests that college is more motivating 
for students who prefer less theory and would like to 
complete their qualification more quickly than they 
would if they went to university. 

rewrite matric
This means going back to the drawing board and even 
though you may feel left behind by your friends, this gives 
you a shot at trying again and getting the marks you 
know you deserve. Essa says, ‘you can choose to rewrite 
the subjects that you failed, or repeat the entire matric 
year if your overall results were not satisfactory.’ There 
are many colleges at which you can do this.

Passing matric is like receiving a 
key for the gateway to your future. 
The only trick is that there is more 
than one door, and each key is 
cut differently for each individual. 
Whichever direction you choose 
to take, founder of The Career 
Guidance Company, Zakiyya Essa 
says that, ‘a common goal should be 
to enter the workforce competently 
so that you can earn a living and 
contribute positively towards 
society and the economy.’ Here are 
your options:

Disappointing as it is, failing matric 
is not the end of the world. The 
important thing in this situation 
is to have the right support system 
that will encourage you to swiftly 
get back on your feet and take the 
next steps. 

matric... will you follow?
Which route   

I failed - what now?
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